Association of East Asian Arabists
Qnaugum[ Sym}oosium

Teaching Arabic in East Asia
Arabic, Islamic and Middle East Studies in East Asia

Dates
24 and 25 November 2023

Venues
On Site at National Chengchi University (NCCU), Taipei

Online via Zoom or Teams

Languages
Arabic and English

Call for Interest and Participation

Abstract Deadline
15 October 2023

Association email address
AEAAlInternational@gmail.com



mailto:AEAAInternational@gmail.com

Introduction

Association of East Asian Arabists (AEAA) is a forum with three sets of objectives. First and
foremost, it welcomes scholars from East Asia specialized in Arabic, Islamic and Middle
Eastern studies and invites them to critically reflect on the pedagogy of teaching Arabic to
speakers of East Asian languages at different levels, to share their research priorities, agenda,
approaches, and methodologies, and to discuss any problems arising from their professional
careers. Second, the Association fosters sharing experiences and mutual enrichments in two
aspects of pedagogy and curriculum design in the East Asian context: Arabic language
pedagogy; enhancement of the curricular connection between language and content courses;
and the challenges of Arabic language teaching in the digital age. Finally, and most importantly,
the Association will build a support network for East Asian scholars around the world. The
Arabists of East Asian backgrounds face triple marginalization. In North America, Europe and
the Middle East, they are pushed out both by North American and European orientalists and
scholars of Arabic and Islamic backgrounds. In East Asia, the fields they partake in are
marginal to mainstream disciplines and areas of study. AEAA offers space for them to engage
with each other’s research and teaching and career concerns. The Association will engage its
members through regular online and in person meetings, workshops, lectures, and reading
sessions, and trigger further questions for discussion and opportunities for future collaboration
such as annual meetings.

(Bacﬁgrounaf

The Arabic language, which originated from the sixth-century north Arabia, became the
lingua franca of the Near East with the spread of Islam. The Arabic language and its literary
productions are highly imbued with religious ideas and cultural norms of Arabs. Students
from East Asian linguistic, cultural, and religious backgrounds without adequate prior
knowledge of the region and religion would encounter challenges when they study more
advanced texts. The cultural barrier and lack of relevant knowledge also impede them from
appreciating the literary conventions, rhetorics, and poetics of the Arabic language.

While language teaching itself is inseparable from introducing the peoples and societies
using the language, the need to combine both into a systematic curriculum is hardly realized
in Taiwan. At present, Arabic, Islamic and Middle Eastern studies in East Asia follows the
agenda and pedagogy of either Orientalism or pre-modern knowledge traditions of the
Arabic-Islamic world. A coherent curricular structure that takes into consideration the lingual
and cultural backgrounds of East Asian students is currently missing.

Technology exerts an unneglectable impact on language teaching. As online Arabic classes
and learning tools abound, the efficiency of the traditional teaching methods is called into
question. Furthermore, students’ dependence upon technology products such as translation
tools and Al programmes for their coursework also undermines the validity of the traditional
way of evaluation.
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The Association’s Inaugural Symposium will address three main topics that concern teaching
and research in Arabic, Islamic and Middle East Studies. It will in addition host a graduate
student forum.

First: Textbooks for teaching Arabic written by academics of East Asian backgrounds, and
Arabic language pedagogy in the classroom at East Asian universities.
Convenor: Sumi Akiko (Kyoto Notre Dame University)

e What are challenges in teaching Arabic to speakers of East Asian languages?

e What distinguishes Arabic texts written by East Asian academic from those used in
the Arab world, Europe and North America?

e How do East Asian languages, cultures and knowledge traditions play a role in
textbook objectives and design?

e Are East Asian learning environments Arabic friendly?

e What role does new technology, such as digitization and Al play in textbook design
and classroom pedagogy?

e Can social media, IT, and AI help to foster a better interconnected Arabic language
world for East Asian students?

Second: Curriculum Design for the Humanities
Convenor: Tsung Pei-Chen (NCCU)

e What are the challenges of teaching Arabic-Islamic culture, history, literature, politics
and religion to students of East Asian backgrounds?

e What role do local knowledge traditions play in how Arabic, Islamic and Middle East
studies are received by East Asian students?

e How do teaching teams manage the diverse knowledge traditions (Arab, Chinese,
Japanese, Korean, Indian, Indonesian, European, North American, etc.) in which they
are trained?

e What are the objectives and anticipated outcome of degree programmes?

e Are there sufficient textbooks in East Asian languages?

Third: Challenges and Creativity in Research
Convenor: Su I-Wen (NCCU)

e Facing triple marginalisation, what are the difficulties and challenges for East Asian
Arabists in terms of their research?

e What would East Asian Arabists do differently outside European knowledge
traditions, such as Orientalism, and academic convention?

¢ How can they do research creatively, and foster interests in Arabic, Islamic and
Middle East Studies in academe and among a general audience?

e What might some strategies be for East Asian Arabists to adopt to generate impact in
local research cultures?

Fourth: The Graduate Student Forum
Convenor: Ouyang Wen-chin (Academia Sinica and SOAS, University of London)

e Where do students choose to pursue MA and PhD degrees? Locally, in the Arab
world, in other East Asian countries, in Europe or North America? Why?



e What might some of the challenges students face? Mastery of Arabic and research
languages? Adjusting to new research traditions? Disciplinary training?
Marginalization and isolation?

e Do PhD students publish while pursuing their degrees? What are the challenges?

e What do they think of their career prospects?

e How can AEAA help?

All East Asian Arabists are invited to the inaugural symposium. If you are interested in giving
a presentation on one of the three topics identified above, please send an expression of
interest to us at <AEA Alnternational@gmail.com>.

Ouyang Wen-chin (EXf5 %)
Sumi Akiko ( %% B BF)

Su I-Wen (8R1630)

Tsung Pei-Chen (& 55%k)
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